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prief Background and broad submissions

he i\rcicnl pclitiun relates to the unsavour i
= - Yy pubhc comm a
| iments made by

the then Uttar Pradesh Cabinet Minister, Mr Azam Khan in the cont
< ontext

of an alleged gang rape that took place on July 30, 2016 on the Noid
s ida-

Shahjahanpur National Highway NH 91. The Minister in question

termed the allegations of rape as a “political conspiracy” drawing

public ire. The incident was widely reported in the media.

By an order dated 24.10.2019, the Hon’ble Supreme Court formulated

the following questions to be decided in the captioned matter:
(i)- Are the grounds specified in Article 19(2) in relation to which

reasonable restrictions on the right to free speech can be imposed
by law, exhaustive, or can restrictions on the right to free speech
be imposed on grounds not found in Article 19(2) by invoking

other fundamental rights?
a fundamental right under Article 19 or 21 of the Constitution

(ii) Can
of India be claimed other than against the ‘State’ or its

instrumentalities?
a duty to affirmatively protect the

Whether the State is under
under Article 21 of the Constitution of India

citizen by the acts OF

(iif)
rights of a citizen

even against a threat to the liberty of a

omissions of another citizen or private agency?
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