Forged Orders and Contempt Limitation Case

Facts of the Case <
High Court's Action
Supreme Court's Holding

<

<

Forged Orders <

Appellants Claim =L

Single Judge Action <

Delay in Pursuit <

Formal Notice =

Dismissed Appeal

Upheld Contempt Finding

Addressed Limitation Argument

<

Purporting High Court Judge

Presented 17 April 2018

Aimed to manipulate processes

Formal notice 2022

Proceedings barred

Section 20 Contempt Act 1971

One-year limitation

Forgery noticed

5 September 2018

Sufficient ground to proceed

Directed Registry

Place before Division Bench

Initiate contempt proceedings

Unable to pursue 4 years

Case files missing

Missing from Registry

Eventually 1ssued 2022

Despite delay

Reiterated Section 20 <

Initiation not formal notice date

Limitation Period 'Stopped'

Reasoning for 05.09.2018

Conclusion on Limitation

<

=

One-year limitation

Suo motu criminal contempt

Begins from initiation date

Or action 1nitiated

For Section 20 purposes

On 5 September 2018

Matter before Single Judge

Directed processing for contempt

05.09.2018 within one year of 17.04.2018

Contempt proceedings not barred

Despite administrative delay



