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I 

IN THE SUPREME COURT OF INDIA 

CIVIL ORIGINAL JURISDICTION 

W.P. (C) No. 640 OF 2025 

IN THE MATTER OF: 

ASSOCIATION FOR DEMOCRATIC REFORMS 

... PETITIONERS 

VERSUS 

ELECTION COMMISSION OF INDIA .. . RESPONDENT 

ADDITIONAL AFFIDAVIT ON BEHALF OF THE RESPONDENT. 

ELECTION COMMISSION OF INDIA 

MOST RESPECTFULLY SHEWETH: 

I, Sanjay Kumar, s/ o Late Brahm Singh, aged about 44 years, presently working as 

Deputy Election Commissioner, Election Commission of India, having office at 

Nirvachan Sadan, Ashoka Road, New Delhi - 110001, do hereby solemnly affirm 

and state as under -

1. That I am presently posted as Deputy Election Commissioner, Election 

Commission of India and as such am well acquainted Wl th,~ -:-= • · d 
/y" . . 

circumstances of the case and, in the same capacity, I am compet . r; { , f.liiJi . . +>P'{ \ 
I ( '·\f(:C) Pcif,y,,,... I \ 

present additional affidavit on behalf of the Respondent herein.\ . · _,!: ;~\;//i:.i: / / 
\, / ... , 

\ ./. '· 
~ . . ~ ~-.. 

• I • 
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2. That the facts stated in the Counter Affidavit filed on behalf of the Respondent may 

be read as part and parcel of this additional affidavit. The same are not being 

repeated here for the sake of brevity. 

3. That the present additional affidavit is being filed for the limited purpose of placing 

on record certain relevant facts and documents to assist this Hon'ble Court in the 

proper and effective adjudication of the present writ petition. 

4. That the first stage of the Special Intensive Revision (SIR) in the State of Bihar has 

been completed, and the Draft Electoral Roll has been duly published on 1st August 

2025. This stage followed the house-to-house visits undertaken by the Booth Level 

Officers (BLOs) for the collection of enumeration forms from existing electors. 

5. That the Commission, in an effort to ensure inclusion of every eligible elector whose 

enumeration forms had not been received caused the list of such electors,-be shared 

with Booth Level Agents of the recognised political parties by 20th July 2025 itself 

(as mentioned in para 6(c) of the Press Note dated 27.07.2025), so that, in cases 

where such entries required reconsideration, appropriate corrective action could be 

taken and the names included in the draft roll. Subsequently, upon noting the 

proactive efforts of the political parties, updated lists were again shared with their 

representatives for further follow-up. 

A true and correct sample copy of ____lo_ minutes of proceedings of meetings 

marked as Annexure R- 1, _. 

held by the BLO with the BLA alongwith sharing of lists, is rum - , -· h r Avi¢. and 
• ,,.,,,,-- ·~,\ 

1 /r _,/.,\ 
fr DP.o !]1'1 , ..;, :, \, 

( 

( 

• ~.11,•,•1 • I 
• t,r<:a P~ ' - • 

' Tr1/o~'~;,·} ····: / • 
, rn ..... J 

\ ~'""c. ,,-. -Qff No 19U:-; ,-

, ,. ','-:. /,I --~· • 
... ··~ .. ..,, 

~. · 0 t ..-· 
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6. That in the course of the said exercise, and with a view to keeping the general 

public informed the Election Commission of India issued a detailed press note 

dated 27.07.2025, placing in the public domain the progress of the SIR. 

A true and correct copy of the press note issued by the Commission dated 

27.07.2025 is annexed herewith as Annexure R- 2, __ . 

7. That the SIR has yielded substantial progress as set out herein below: 

a. Firstly, to secure the participation of all electors and all political parties, 

wherein out of 7.89 crore electors, over 7.24 crore submitted their 

enumeration forms with the active involvement of the Chief Electoral 

Officer of Bihar, 38 District Election Officers (DEOs), 243 Electoral 

Registration Officers (EROs), 2,976 Assistant Electoral Registration Officers 

(AEROs), 77,895 Booth Level Officers (BLOs), 2,45,716 volunteers, and 

1,60,813 Booth Level Agents (BLAs) appointed by all major political parties. 

b. Secondly, to ensure that no eligible elector in Bihar is left behind, awareness 

campaigns through SMS, meetings, and repeated BLO visits were 

conducted, with provision for any BLA to submit up to 50 enumeration 

forms per day. 

c. Thirdly, to ensure that no temporary migrant from Bihar is excluded, 

advertisements in Hindi were issued in 246 newspapers acr. o -~ ::J~ y/ 
I , '\l-

and the CEOs of all States/UTs, were requested for fa ·,~ .t 
1tj~ig" ~ngi~ti) 

• ' ·Hr arr,-. 
i- ' ~,..,,1, "T' 

I ''·•Ok p I 
forms from outside the State through both online and phy 1f!~· 111~-:to . 0 ~~en ; 

_/2,~' 
. . .. 
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A true and correct copy of the detailed advertisement issued by 

the Commission specifically for migrant workers is annexed herewith 

and marked as Annexure R-3, __ . 

d. Fourthly, to ensure that no urban elector is left out, special urban camps 

were organised in all 261 urban local bodies. 

e. Fifthly, to enrol all young electors attaining the qualifying age on or before 

1st October 2025, advance applications are being accepted with special 

campaigns scheduled for the claims and objections period. 

f. Sixthly, to maintain regular involvement of electors and political parties, 

provided booth-level lists to political parties during the process. 

g. Seventhly, to provide assistance to electors, particularly senior citizens, 

persons with disabilities, and other vulnerable groups, through the 

coordinated efforts of the election staff and volunteers for obtaining 

necessary documents. 

h. Eighthly, to promptly address any issues raised during the enumeration 

phase, including those reported through print, television, or social media, 

DEOs have taken corrective actions. 

1. Ninthly, to facilitate thorough scrutiny of the draft roll from 1st August to 

1st September 2025, printed and digital copies of draft rolls have been made 

available to political parties, and online facility for the public at large . 
.. --;----...._ 

)· Tenthly, to ensure that no wrongful deletion from the draf-t; ~.,,fl.~ 
/ . 

I/ " 

out, strict directions are issued to prevent deletion wit ,I u(( ribti&n ad ,/ 
;re, p ~ 

I f 1t1.1ar,1r"'n; 
rr/c, Puri 

~ \ ~O N . ~ • , '.'l' ~ 
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speaking order by the competent authority, with provision for appeals under 

Section 24 of the Representation of the People Act, 19 50. 

8. That in order to ensure that even those electors who may have missed filling their 

enumeration form and whose names, for any reason whatsoever, do not find place 

in the draft roll are not excluded, the Commission issued a detailed advertisement 

in Hindi for the general public setting out the timeframe and the manner for filing 

applications and participating in the claims and objections period so as to secure 

inclusion of their names before the final publication of the roll. 

A true and correct copy of the detailed advertisement issued by the 

Commission specifically for the general public is annexed herewith and marked as 

Annexure R-4, __ . 

9. That further, in order to ensure that no eligible elector is excluded, the 

Commission had deployed about 2.5 lakhs volunteers, most of whom are also 

officers of the Government of Bihar, to assist electors, including in procuring the 

requisite documents from various State departments. The numbers of each of such 

documents issued by Government of Bihar and other relevant authorities have 

already been mentioned in Para 68 of our Counter Affidavit filed before. 

Accordingly, even in cases where any vulnerable elector does not pres~Jl'tQ) p~s"¼ss 
//. ,,,.,. I, 

any document, he/ she would be facilitated in the process of.f ob, ~jwg s f b )-
, I -.ri_gh 

'?- '""\(O~ p I ~c, <'Hoargan T" 

documents. Thus, the Commission is taking every possible step t e ~W '1ili:aff U71Jo 
1 

1
~ 

,. \ .,gf /\Jtj 19(13 
/-,..~ 

eligible elector is excluded from the electoral roll. ,../ ' 
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10. It is further submitted that, as a matter of policy and in strict adherence to the 

principles of natural justice, no deletion of any elector's name from the draft 

electoral roll, published on 1st August 2025, shall be undertaken without: (i) 

issuance of a prior notice to the concerned elector indicating the proposed deletion 

and the grounds thereof, (ii) affording a reasonable opportunity of being heard and 

furnishing relevant documents, and (iii) passing of a reasoned and speaking order 

by the competent authority. These safeguards are further reinforced by a robust 

two-tier appeal mechanism prescribed under the relevant rules, thereby ensuring 

that every elector has adequate recourse against any adverse action. 

11. That further, the Commission has been issuing daily press releases/bulletins to 

keep the public informed on Claims and Objections received from public or 

political parties, on which action will be taken by the competent authority, after 

notice period, as per law. 

A true and correct copy of the press bulletin issued by the Commission for 

the general public is annexed herewith and marked as Annexure R-5, __ . 

PRAYER 

In light of the above, it is most respectfully prayed that this Hon'ble ,Ceu ·r--may 

graciously be pleased to: 17,;'~ / 
I ' eo Ra1 Sli ah , 
I + ( •;',,a -°nt0arg~n) 
I r, n,ik Pu - " I ~ 

a) Take this Additional Affidavit on record; and \ ,. ,' '.n,1 No ,~,,
3 

. 
,-,· /-... ,If. 

, __/2'',J 
• rt 1/-
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b) Pass such other or further order(s) as this Hon'ble Court may deem fit and 

proper in the facts and circumstances of the case. 

AND FOR THIS ACT OF KINDNESS THE PETITIONERS SHALL AS IN 

DUTYBOUNDFOREVERPRAY 

Place: New Delhi 

Date: .08.2025 

VERIFICATION 

v 
~ / SAHJAYKUMAR 

... !'::~!:{·:=-'~ 
E n Commlaelon of India 

"'11"'f/Nlrveohan Sadan 
~· /Aahoka Roa d 

"If ........ 110001 /Nhl Delll-110001 

I, the above-named deponent, do hereby verify that the contents of the present affidavit from 

Paras 1 to 20 are true and correct to my knowledge and belie£ No part of it is false and nothing 

material has been concealed therefrom. 

Verified at New Delhi on thi~ _ 'd~~/~t~ust, 2025. 

AT~ 

NOT,L1.f('i' PUBLIC 
~OVT. 0:- INOIA 

~ 9 AUG 2025 

I 

V 

DEPONENT 
't:afA' / SAHJAY KUMAR 

flllld.-illlp!I/Dy. EledlDIICCIIIIINlllol• 
~ fltre.1-ea .. 3ftzii"I 
l;l~on Comml-lon of India 
~ ~/Nlrvachan Sadan 
~ 'orh;s /Aahoka Road 
... fnieil'-110001 /N- Delhl-110001 
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