Allegations: Kidnapping and sexual assault

Case Context: Deepak v. State (Delhi1) \~ Initial Conviction: Section 363 IPC & Section 6 POCSO

Trial Court Sentence: 10 years rigorous imprisonment

POCSO Sections 29 and 30

Rebuttable evidentiary rules

Shift of onus onto accused

P Nature of Statutory Presumptions e

Not absolute proof or auto-conviction

Prove foundational facts

Prosecution Requirements e

Standard: Beyond reasonable doubt

Principles of POCSO Presumption e /S
= Standard of Proof e —

= Displace the presumption
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Accused Requirements e

Standard: Preponderance of probability

Forensic/Medical: Disproved penetrative assault

N Successful Rebuttal in Deepak Case e Witness Testimony: Material ocular contradictions

Motive: False implication due to water connection enmity

e Conviction set aside
Supreme Court Holding e < | Appellant acquitted of all charges

Prohibition of mechanical reliance on presumptions




